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GUARDIAN 
A Newsletter for Parents and Guardians of Students Enrolled at Prairie View A. and M. College 
Prairie View A. and M. College Volume III NO. 3 March , 1970 Prairie View, Texas 
GREETINGS from Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical College 
a n d  a  H A P P Y  E A S T E R . . .  
We wish to extend greetings to the parents and guardians from the 
students, faculty, staff and administration of Prairie view A. 
and M. College. We also wish to extend our best wishes to you 
and your family for a most happy EASTER SEASON ... We hope that 
this special season will bring all of the joys of our christian 
tradition to each member of your home. 
It is again a special pleasure to write to you through the GUARDIAN. 
Increasingly, we have come to realize that our parents and guardians 
want to know what is happening at the College . . . They want to 
share in what is taking place and it is apparent that the GUARDIAN 
is a useful communication device to help this take place. 
We have had a very successful school year during 1969-70. Through 
this letter and subsequent communications between now and the end 
of May, we hope to bring you up-to-date on many of the fine things 
which are taking place. 
We know that you are busy parents and guardians but President 
Alvin I. Thomas welcomes your letters, your telephone calls or 
your visits. President Thomas is available to visit with you at 
his office or home at your convenience. 
1969-70 ENROLLMENT AT ALL-TIME HIGH . . . 
The current school year has brought a record number of students 
to Prairie View A. and M. College. Over 4,300 graduate and un­
dergraduate students were enrolled. This is the largest enroll­
ment in this history of the College. President Thomas indicated 
that the enrollment is a reflection of the demands of students 
and parents for the quality programs offered by the College. 
Every effort is being made to expand off-campus and on-campus 




PARENTS' DAY . . . May 3, 1970 . . . 
All parents and guardians are invited to participate in PARENTS' DAY 
at the College on May 3, 1970. The day is being sponsored by the 
Prairie View Association of Parents and Guardians. The purpose of 
the day is to (1) allow for parents to know more about the program 
and plans of the College; (2) have parents visit with teachers and 
staff of the College; and (3) to permit parents to visit with the 
students in their residence halls. The Parents' Day activities 
will coincide with the opening of Women's Week on the campus. An 
open house is also planned in all women's residence halls at the 
College. Make plans now to participate in the PARENTS' DAY PROGRAM. 
More information will be sent to you on the program within the next 
few weeks. The Co-Chairmen of this event are Mrs. Delia Hunt, 
School of Home Economics and Rev. W. Van Johnson, Dean of the Chapel. 
TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR PRAIRIE VIEW PRESENTED . . . 
A special report entitled "A Development Plan for Prairie View A. 
and M. College . . . 1970-1980" was presented to the Board of 
Directors of the College at a special Convocation on January 15, 
1970. 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, Robert Finch, was the 
keynote speaker for the occasion. He commended President Thomas 
and the staff for laying out a definite course of action to follow 
in developing the College during the next ten years. He commented 
that Prairie View A. and M. College should seek to become a great 
"Prairie View" and not an imitation of some other college or 
university. 
Governor Preston Smith and Speaker of the House Gus Mutscher were 
also present for the event. Both state officials pledged their 
support in providing increased financial assistance for the College 
in the future. 
A host of other state and national officials, alumni and friends, 
students and staff participated in the Convocation. 
The "Development Plan" is the result of an eighteen month study by 
seventy-nine citizens appointed by the Board of Directors in 1968. 
The group operated under the name of the Prairie View Centennial 
Council. 
f 
Three specific guidelines were established by the Board of Directors 
in its request for assistance of the Centennial Council. These in­
cluded: (1) to examine all aspects of Prairie View A. and M. 
College to determine its present status: (2) to determine what 
changes or modifications are necessary during the period from 
1970-1980 to enable the College to be characterized by excellence 
and distinguished leadership in higher education; and (3) to make 
recommendations to the Board of Directors for accomplishing the 
changes and modifications during the above period. 
In the report, comprehensive recommendations are made in terms of:^ 
(1) the mission of the College, (2) goals for 1970-1980, ̂ (3) organi­
zation and administration of the College, (4) the academic programs, 
(5) research, (6) continuing education, (7) the faculty, (3) the 
student body, (9) the physical plant, and (10) financing the 
College in the years ahead. 
Copies of the report are available to parents and guardians by 
writing to President Alvin I. Thomas. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO PARENTS OF HONOR ROLL STUDENTS . . -
We wish to extend hearty congratulations to the parents and guard­
ians of the 321 students who earned a place on the President's Honor 
Roll for the first semester. To achieve this distinction, the stu 
student had to carry a load of not less than 14 semester hour» and 
earn an academic average of "B" or better with no grade less than 
"c." Special congratulations to the parents of those students v. o 
made straight "A!s" for the semester. A Special Honors Convocation 
will take place for these students on April 21, 1970. Lt. Governor 
Ben Barnes will be the speaker. We invite those parents who can 
come for the event to be with us. 
BE SURE TO TALK TO YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER ABOUT . . . 
During the Easter Holidays, you will have an opportunity to visi_ 
with your son or daughter while they are at home. We know that t is 
will be a happy event for the entire family. We hope that you wi _ 
take a few minutes to encourage your child and give him your reas­
surance and support. In addition, we encourage you to share your^ 
views with your child on . . . Study,Habits. ... too many students 
are wasting time and money playing and. hot studying . . . ° ° 
this is not a problem at Prairie View but the action of your cnild 
can keep it from becoming one . . . Money. . . . too much is being 
wasted on unessentials . . . Sex . . . its wonderful when use as a^ 
part of married life but dailF^e see tragedies because the students 
' 
4 
took their chances and lost . . . Giving Up anything worthwhile is 
worth working for . . . encourage your youngster to "tough some 
things out" and dcn't give up . . . Spiritual Values ... we have 
regular church services on the campus witn~exceiient sermons by 
young ministers. Does your child go to church? . . . Automobiles 
... we have regulations on students riding in unauthorized, 
auto . . . within the past month, we have had to report two 
traffic deaths and five accidents, all students were riding in 
unauthorized vehicles . . . v/as this fun? ... or tradegy? 
MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IN FACULTY . . . 
Prairie View has always had a good faculty . . . 1969-70 has seen 
it getting even better. President A. I. Thomas has announced the 
appointment of 22 new PhD's to the faculty of the College for the 
current school year. In addition, a number of young faculty mem­
bers between the ages 25 and 35 have been added to the faculty. 
President Thomas expressed a particular pleasure in that some of 
the recent graduates of the College have return to teach, after 
several gaining years of experience and earning graduate degrees 
at some of the nation's leading universities. 
THE COLLEGE CALENDER . . 
Easter Holidays 
Honors Day. . 
Farents Day . 
Women's Week 
Alumni Days . 
Commencement 
. Begin 12:30 p.m. , March 25 
and ends 7:30 a.m. March 31 
. April 21, 1970 
. May 3, 1970 
. May 3,- May 10, 1970 
. May 16 and 17, 1970 
. May 17, 1970 
Summer School Schedule . . . 
First Term Begins June 2, 1970 
First Term Ends July 12, 1970 
Second Term Begins July 13, 1970 
Second Term Ends August 23, 1970 
Special Term Begins July i3' 1970 
Special Term Ends August 2, 1970 
Freshman Orientation 1970-71 school year . . . September 14-16, 1970 
Registration for Upper Classmen 1970-71 school year .... 
September 21-23, 1970 
'Prairie Viert Association of Parents Quartans 
Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical College 
Prairie View, Texas 77445 
April 4, 1970 
G R E E T I N G S  f r o m  P r a i r i e  V i e w  A .  a n d  M .  C o l l e g e .  .  .  
A few days ago, you received a copy of the Prairie View 
Guardian which announced the first Annual Parents' Day 
Program which will take place at Prairie View A. and M„ 
College on Sunday, May 3, 1970. 
On behalf of the students, faculty, administration, and 
Alumni, I wish to extend to you and your family a formal 
invitation to attend the Parents1 Day activities which 
will begin at 9;30 a.m. and continue into the late even­
ing. 
During the clay, you will be able to live a typical 
college day with your child. 
Plans are being made for you to attend chapel services, 
have lunch in the cafeteria, visit the residence halls, 
and meet the teachers and staff members who work with 
your child. 
We certainly want you to plan to be with us on May 3, 
1970. I shall look forward to seeing you. 
Alvin I. Thomas 
President 
AIT/mfa 
PRAIRIE VIEW AGRICULTURAL AMD MECHANICAL COLLEGE 
Prairie View, Texas 
April 6» 1970 
Office of 
The President 
TO: All Staff Members 
FROM: President Alvin I. Thomas 
RE; Workers Meeting, Tuesday, April 7, 1S70, 7:30 p.m. 
This Memo is to remind you that the regularly scheduled 
Workers' Meeting held on the first Tuesday in each month 
will be held on Tuesday, April 7, 1S70, 7;30 p.m. in the 
Memorial Student Center Ballroom. 
We are asking that each staff member be present and on 
time. 
PRAIRIE VIEW AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE 
Prairie View, Texas 
August 17, 1970 
Office of 
The President 
GREETINGS FROM PRAIRIE VIEW A. AND M. COLLEGE 
We are happy to send you the first letter in the 1970 series 
of pre-school communications to students and parents. We 
hope that this information will assist you in preparing for 
the 1970-71 school year. 
We wish to extend a special word of welcome and greeting to 
those parents who will be sending their son or daughter to 
Prairie View for the first time. We are happy to have you 
become a member of the Prairie View Family. We also wish 
to extend greetings to the parents of those students who 
will be returning to Prairie View. We look forward to 
working with you again this year. 
Because of the large number of students seeking to attend 
Prairie View A. and M. College this year, we urge you to 
make immediate payment of fees. 
Entrance fees should be sent immediately to the Fiscal Office, 
Prairie View A. and M. College. Those students who are on 
scholarships or loans should be sure to send in their scholar­
ship or loan authority as soon as possible. DO NOT ASSUME 
you have a loan. The student must have written notice of a 
loan approved before a loan is in effect. If the student has 
applied for a loan and has not received a certificate of 
approval, he should contact the Financial Aid Office imme­
diately. Housing reservations cannot be made until fees 
are paid. 
Verv truly yours 
Alvin I. Thomas 
President 
